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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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Response to Amendment 

Applicants' amendment filed on June 18, 2004 has been entered and forwarded 
to the Examiner on June 24, 2004. 

Therefore claims 1,9,11,12, 17 as amended by the amendment and claims 2- 
8,13-16 and 18-20 as previously recited are currently pending in the Application. 

Reasons for allowance 
Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate or fairly 
suggest the limitation of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of all the 
claimed features as presented in independent claims, which include a method of 
verifying a reticle, comprising the steps of providing a substrate having a uniform 
surface depositing a non-resist layer over the uniform surface of the substrate; 
forming a layer of resist over the non-resist layer; forming a reticle pattern in the 
layer of resist; transferring the reticle pattern to the non-resist layer; forming a 
conformal layer over the non-resist layer, wherein the non-resist layer includes a 
transfered reticle pattern, at least a portion of the transferred reticle pattern extending 
through the non-resist layer; and inspecting the transferred reticle pattern for defects by 
comparing the transferred reticle pattern with a -good reticle pattern. (" good " defined 
in specification page2 lines 3-4 and amendment page 7 footnote ). 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven H. Rao whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1718. The examiner can normally be reached on 8.00 to 5.00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should^ // 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic/ 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 
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